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Tuesday, November 3, 2020 
 
During this COVID-19 pandemic and other future events, the CDM will 
continue to be a source of reliable information, education and models for 
mitigation, preparedness, response and recovery.  As the pace of new 
information and changes has slowed and out of respect for the volume of 
everyone’s communications, we have changed the frequency of our 
newsletter to once per week. 
 
 
                                                                                                                        
David Markenson, M.D., M.B.A. 
Director 






Information as of 11/3/20 at 0700 EDT. Source: https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/map.html  
 
United States COVID-19 Case Map / GIS 
 
 
Center for Disaster Medicine Updates 
 
● Coordinating volunteers to support local public health response to COVID-19. 
● Conducting research and analysis of current events and COVID-19 response to identify 
strengths and areas for improvement in other regions. 
● Updating and developing new programs to provide enhanced education on public health 
emergencies including pandemics. 
● Redesigning summer fellowship in disaster and emergency medicine to better address 
preparedness skills, lessons learned and highlight the importance of high-fidelity simulation 
in medical education while finding new focus on pandemic-related research projects. 
● Exploring course development opportunities in infection prevention and control for frontline 
responders in the hospital and in the field. 
 Total Cases Total Deaths Total Recovered Total Tested 
Worldwide 46,972,539 1,207,975 31,412,691 Not Available 
United States 9,293,310 231,566 3,674,981 148,636,454 
New Jersey 240,997 16,357 37,342 4,721,797 
New York 511,368 33,539 79,831 14,772,754 
Connecticut 73,858 4,627 9,800 2,367,994 
● Serving as a source of information for COVID-19 related concerns or questions regarding 
public health, emergency medical service (EMS), public safety and healthcare response.  
● Local networking and pandemic response analysis for New York’s tri-state area, using first-
person experiences to highlight current trends. 




● The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) issued a Framework for Conditional 
Sailing Order that introduces a phased approach for the safe and responsible resumption of 
passenger cruises. The Order establishes a framework of actionable items for the cruise line 
industry to follow so they can resume passenger operations with an emphasis on preventing 
the further spread of COVID-19 on cruise ships and from cruise ships into communities, and 
to protect public health and safety. The Order applies to passenger operations on cruise 
ships with the capacity to carry at least 250 passengers in waters subject to U.S. jurisdiction. 
https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2020/s1030-safe-responsible-ship-passenger-
operations.html  
● The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs announced today five Accessing Telehealth 
through Local Area Stations (ATLAS) sites in select Walmart stores have resumed clinical 
services to Veterans in rural areas. VA suspended the operation of clinical services at all 
ATLAS sites, April 10, to prevent the spread of COVID-19 and implement additional safety 
and infection control measures. The reopened ATLAS sites give Veterans more options — 
allowing them to receive care without leaving their communities while offering the full privacy 
of a doctor’s office. https://connectedcare.va.gov/partners/atlas  
 
 
The White House 
 
The President’s 30 Days to Slow the Spread ended on April 30. President Trump has unveiled 
Guidelines for Opening Up America Again, a three-phased approach based on the advice of 
public health experts. These steps will help state and local officials when reopening their 
economies, getting people back to work, and continuing to protect American lives.  To review the 
Guidelines and obtain additional information regarding Opening Up America Again: 
https://www.whitehouse.gov/openingamerica/  
 
Health and Human Services (HHS) 
 
For the latest COVID-19 information from HHS 
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/coronavirus/index.html 
 
Trump Administration Distributes Incentive Payments to Nursing Homes Curbing COVID-19 
























FDA Issues Daily Update for October 30, 2020, including FDA-authorized 287 tests under 




FDA revises its Enforcement Policy for Non-Invasive Remote Monitoring Devices Used to 
Support Patient Monitoring During the Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) Public 




Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cases-updates/index.html  
For daily updates of cases in United States 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cases-updates/cases-in-us.html 
 
To view the CDC’s updated weekly COVID-19 surveillance report 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/covid-data/covidview.html  
 
To view CDC’s updated information on Testing in the United States 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cases-updates/testing-in-us.html  
 
To view the updated CDC’s Frequently Asked Questions 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/faq.html  
 
CDC updates “How COVID is Spread” Webpage 
https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2020/s1005-how-spread-covd.html 
 




CDC releases public service announcement “I wear a mask because…” 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/i-wear-a-mask-
because.html   
 
CDC issues Health Equity update 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/health-equity/index.html  
 




To view the latest information on clinical trials regarding COVID-19: 
https://clinicaltrials.gov/ct2/results?cond=COVID-19  
 


















• Governor Andrew M. Cuomo released guidelines for schools to reopen in red and 
orange micro-cluster zones in order to help keep schools in focus areas open to in-
person instruction. The guidelines require mass testing in schools before they reopen 
followed by vigilant symptom and exposure screening conducted daily. Impacted 
schools can reopen as early as Monday however students and faculty must be able to 
provide a negative COVID-19 test result prior to going back to the classroom. New York 
State will provide rapid test kits for schools wishing to participate. 
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-cuomo-releases-guidelines-testing-
protocol-schools-reopen-red-or-orange-micro-cluster  
• Governor Cuomo announced new guidelines allowing out-of-state travelers to New York 
to "test out" of the mandatory 14-day quarantine. Travelers from states that are 
contiguous with New York will continue to be exempt from the travel 
advisory; however, covered travelers must continue to fill out the Traveler Health Form. 
Essential workers will continue to be exempt as well. The new protocol is effective 
Wednesday, November 4. https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-cuomo-
announces-new-guidelines-allowing-out-state-travelers-test-out-mandatory-14-day  
 
New York State Department of Health (DOH) 
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/home  
 
For the latest information about COVID-19 testing 
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/covid-19-testing#overview 
For a list of positive cases by county in New York State 
https://covid19tracker.health.ny.gov/views/NYS-COVID19-Tracker/NYSDOHCOVID-19Tracker-
Map?%3Aembed=yes&%3Atoolbar=no&%3Atabs=n  
For the NYS DOH Weekly healthcare provider update 
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/weekly-health-provider-webinar  







● Building on ongoing efforts to safeguard New Jersey’s frontline workforce, Governor Phil 
Murphy signed Executive Order No. 192, providing mandatory health and safety 
standards to protect all New Jersey’s workers at work during the 
pandemic. https://nj.gov/infobank/eo/056murphy/pdf/EO-192.pdf  
● Governor Murphy and Superintendent of the State Police Colonel Patrick Callahan 
announced an Administrative Order clarifying restrictions on professional and college 
athletic competitions, indoor mall services, self-service food and drink, and private 





• Governor Ned Lamont announced that due to the steadily increasing rate of COVID-19 in 
Connecticut, he is ordering the entire state to roll back to Phase 2.1 rules – a slightly 
modified version of the previously enacted Phase 2 rules – effective at 12:01 a.m. on 
Friday, November 6. The major changes that will occur under Phase 2.1 include: 
o Restaurants will reduce to 50 percent capacity with a maximum of 8 people limited 
to a table; 
o Restaurants and entertainment venues (i.e. bowling allies, movie theaters, 
arcades, etc.) will be required to close by 9:30 p.m., with the exception of food 
takeout and delivery services, which will be allowed to continue after 9:30 p.m.; 
o Personal services, such as hair salons and barber shops, will remain at 75 percent 
capacity; 
o Event venues will be limited to 25 people indoor, 50 people outdoor; 
o Performing arts venues and movie theaters will have a capacity of 100 people; 
and 











Local Updates  
 
New York Blood Center (NYBC) 
 
For the latest updated NYBC information about COIVD-19: 
https://www.nybc.org/covid-19/ 
 
NYBC announces Antibody Testing Now Available 
https://www.nybc.org/donate-blood/antibody-testing-now-available/  
 





New York City (NYC) Department of Health and Mental Hygiene (DOHMH)  
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-main.page  
 
For NYC DOHMH’s COVID-19 information for providers 
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-providers.page  
For the NYC DOHMH’s updated summary regarding quarantine, isolation and transmission 
https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/doh/downloads/pdf/imm/covid-19-provider-quarantine-precautions.pdf 
 
For the NYC DOHMH’s updated FAQs for health care providers 
https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/doh/downloads/pdf/imm/covid-19-provider-faqs.pdf 
 
NYC DOHMH updates on Rapid COVID-19 testing 
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-rapid-testing.page  
 
NYC DOHMH updates Closing Schools and Nonessential Businesses in Nine ZIP Codes 
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-main.page  
 
Westchester County Department of Health 
https://health.westchestergov.com/2019-novel-coronavirus 
 
Putnam County Department of Health 
https://www.putnamcountyny.com/health/coronavirus/ 
 
Dutchess County Department of Health 
https://www.dutchessny.gov/Departments/DBCH/2019-Novel-Coronavirus.htm 
 
Orange County Department of Health 
https://www.orangecountygov.com/1906/2019-Novel-Coronavirus-Information 
 









For the latest COVID-19 information for healthcare facilities from the Greater New York Hospital 
Association that covers hospitals in the tri-state area 
https://www.gnyha.org/ 
 
For the updated GNYHA Public Health Agency Supply Management Guidance 
https://www.gnyha.org/tool/cdc-doh-and-dohmh-surveillance-and-testing-treatment-guidance-2/ 
 
For the updated GNYHA Public Health Surge Planning Guidance 
https://www.gnyha.org/tool/agency-surge-planning-guidance/ 
 








GNYHA updates Public Health Agency Prevention and Treatment Guidance 
https://www.gnyha.org/tool/cdc-doh-and-dohmh-prevention-and-treatment-guidance/  
 
Center for Disaster Medicine Media 
 
Faculty News: 





George W. Contreras, M.E.P., M.P.H., M.S., CEM, FAcEM, assistant director of the Center for Disaster Medicine and assistant 
professor in the Institute of Public Health 
 




Robert G. Lahita, M.D., Ph.D., professor of medicine 
  









Every effort is made to provide accurate and complete information in this newsletter. However, New 
York Medical College cannot guarantee that there will be no errors. NYMC makes no claims, promises or 
guarantees about the accuracy, completeness, or adequacy of the contents of the newsletters or the 
articles linked herein and further expressly disclaims liability for errors and omissions in the contents of 
this newsletter.  
 
This newsletter is for informational purposes only; it does not constitute medical advice. Always seek the 







New York Medical College 
Center for Disaster Medicine 
7 Dana Road Suite 511 
Valhalla, New York 10595 
914-594-1750 
https://www.nymc.edu/center-for-disaster-medicine/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
